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THE HANDS went up in support of a Southeast Asia joint “Treaty 
of Peace’’ at last Friday’s Parliament meeting. Photo by Olson 


Parliament makes final approval 


Asia peace treaty now up for student support 


Parliament has made final its 
approval of a resolution which 
ratifies a joint ‘‘treaty of peace”’ 
between the people of the U- 
nited States and the people of 
North and South Viet Nam. 

The decision was made before 
a packed house at last Friday’s 
meeting. 

It based its approval, however, 
on the provision that the reso- 
lution and treaty be accepted 
by the student body in an elec- 
tion to be held March 12, 

The resolution and treaty, pre- 
sented by members from student 
government and the Monterey 
Liberation Front, were ten- 
tatively passed at the previous 
meeting. But Parliament mem- 
ber John Free, who claimed that 
the resolution was “railroaded”’ 
through Parliament, asked that 
it be reconsidered. 

Chief Justice Eileen Beatty de- 
clared at last week’s meeting 
that the Justice Branch of Par- 
liament, which also includes 
James Hunt and Barbara Ki- 
tashuma, had decided the reso- 
lution was legal. 

Members from MLF Said that 
they were surprises but happy 
about the decision, They felt 
that the resolution and treaty 
would easily win student sup- 
port in the March 12 election. 

The resolution says that ‘‘Par- 
liament is concerned about the 
large numbers being killed in 
Southeast Asia, regardless of 
whether or not U.S. causalities 
are down.”’ 

The document also says that 
‘‘the administration has virtual- 
ly turned its back on negotia- 
tions. 

It further suggests that the en- 
tire issue of the war in South 
East Asia be submitted to a 
nation-wide vote with 18-year- 
olds granted the right to vote. 

The resolution ends by urging 
‘that Parliament ratifies the 
accompanying treaty andurges 
that congressional represen- 
tatives initiate impeachments a- 
gainst the president, the vice- 
president, and the entire Ca- 
binet.’’ 

The ‘joint treaty of peace”’ 


is being sponsored by the Na-: 


tional Student Association, the 


largest student organization in. 


the United States, and a similiar 


student organization in Viet 
Nam. It has already won wide 
support and endorsement from 
many college campuses andstu- 
dent governments across the 
nation. 

The treaty states that ‘the 
American and Vietnamese 
people are not enemies. The 
war is being carried out in the 
names of the people of the U=- 
nited States and South Viet Nam 
but without our consent.” 

‘‘We hereby agree,” the treaty 
continues, ‘‘To end the war on 
the following terms, so that the 


Monterey, California 


Student government is tired, 
divided and uncertain after 
weeks of discussion and debate 
over the issue of a new con- 
stitution, which could abolish the 
present Parliamentary system 
of student government. It is 
anticipating the results of astu- 
dent vote which will settle the 
question once and for all, 

The decisive election, which 
will take place in the College 
Center today was originally 
scheduled for last Friday. 
Parliament member Richard 
Roberts is the only member of 
the group that planned and wrote 
the new constitution who still 
feels that it is a ‘‘good idea.” 
He asked the Justice Branch of 


both peoples can live under the 
joy of independence and devote 
themselves to building a society 
based on human equality and re- 
spect for the earth.’’ 

Nine terms are listed of which 
the ‘‘immediate and total with- 
drawal of American Forces from 
Viet Nam’’ and ‘‘discussions 
to secure the release of all 
American prisoners’’ were two. 

Further information about the 
treaty can be obtained by con- 
tacting the MLF, s spokesman 
for the group announced. 


Student apathy also problem 


On campus radio station is 


still scrounging for funds 


By Mark Young 


The Radio Clubis stillattempt- 
ing to raise funds for a radio 
station on campus. 

Although the club has organi- 
zed and sponsored such fund raie 
sing projects as a concert at 
the fairgrounds, watermelon 
eating contests, anda body paint- 
ing session in the amphitheater 
they haveonly accumulated $200. 

Parliament has promised to 
match dollar for dollar what 
ever the Radio Club can raise 
up to $3,500. 

Student apathy is another one 
of the problems the station has 
encountered, Said Rabow Manuel, 
president andco-ordinator of the 
club. 

Another member of the club 
pointed out that to get the pro- 
ject under way one of the first 
items that must be accomplished 
is to hire a consultant engineer 
to design the station. A FCC 
license also has to be obtained 
before they can broadcast. 

The engineer’s cost and the 
cost of the FCC license would 
amount to around $800. An ade 
ditional $6,000 would be need- 
ed to purchase and install such 
things as the antenna, micro- 
phone, and transmiter. 

The remodeling of theold mens 
locker room, which has become 
the selected place for the Ssta- 
tion would amount to an addi- 
tional $3000. 


Operating costs per year would 
come to $1000, This would in- 
clude maintence and parts for the 
equipment that might be needed. 

The broadcasting would be 
handled entirely by voluntary 
students interested in the pro- 
gram and by students who are 
taking History in Broadcasting. 

Many service clubs on the Pe- 
ninsula have already offered to 


contributed large donations to- 


wards the project. 


The Radio Club is considering 


the possibility of a 3-day ma- 
rathon dance to be held some- 


where on the campus, possibly 
The club 


the student lounge. 
members are hoping for TV co- 
verage and through this will ob- 
tain donations from the public 
that might be interested in the 
station. 

The Radio Station will beafree 
station, that is, it will be free 
of commercials and controlled 
censorship although it must o- 
perate under FCC quidelines and 
rules, 

Bert Bean, a member of the 
club, commented, ‘A free ra- 
dio station, like any other form 
of communication, provides an 
outlet for all ideas, and not just 
for one idea.’’ 

This is the main purpose and 
goal of the Radio Club and the 
objective of the radio station 
when, and if, it becomes a re- 
ality on campus. 


Parliament last week, a day be- 
fore the election, to postpone 
the election one week so that 
he would have more time to 
distribute and make available to 
the student body copies of the 
new constitution. 

Chief Justice Ellen Beatty 
granted him the postponement 
although, according to her, 
‘‘Roberts had weeks to distribute 
the new constitution and make 
his views known.”’ 


The proposed new system was 
conceived a couple of months 
ago by Parliament members 
John Free, Richard Roberts, 
John Aguilera, Dave Hidy and 
Prime Minister Kit Snow. 

Snow withdrew his support from 
the new constitution very early 
in the planning stages. Ac- 
cording to him there would be 
less student representation be- 
cause members of student go- 
vernment would be elected on a 
1 represenative for every 400 
students ratio instead of the 
1 to 100 ratio existing under the 
present constitution and there 
would be no one central figure 
who could act swiftly and direct- 
ly in the students’ interest. 


Free and Aguilera later with- 
drew their support on the 
grounds that the majority of 
Parliament was against the new 
constitution and that the issue 
was dividing student go- 
vernment, 
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Constitution vote this Friday 


According to Aguilera ‘‘the 
whole thing has been a waste 
of time.”’ 

Although Snow expresses Si- 
similar feelings he believes that 
some of the more attractive and 
innovative features of the new 
constitution could be worked into 
the present system providing, of 
course, that the new constitution 
is defeated in the polls. 

If it is rejected by the student 
body another election will be 
held next Friday, March 12, to 
elect additional members 
to Parliament, to approve a list 
of revisions for the present con- 
stitution, and to decide on a 
Southeast Asia ‘‘Treaty of 
Peace.’’ 

If the new constitution is ac- 
cepted, however, some present 
members of student government 
will have to be dropped as the 
new system calls for only 12 
to 15 elected representatives. 

Although some revisions onthe 
new constitution have been made, 
such as the term of a repre- 
sentative is limited to three 
semesters instead of the pre- 
vious six and the reshuffling of 
some clauses and a few other 
minor changes, the basic con- 
cept of the new constitution re- 
mains the same. 

Under the new constitution stu- 
dent government would consist 
of a single Student Coordinating 
Board and six standing commit- 

(Continued on page 2) 
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DIGGING IN MPC’s organic garden, Alan McEwen prepares 
a new bed for planting. A heavy rainfall last Saturday mora- 
ing washed out a meeting planned for that time. But Mc- 
Ewen has announced that anyone interested in the project 
is invited to come up to the garden and work this Saturday 


morning around 10 o’clock. 


The garden, near the volleyball courts and the Armory 
was started by students last semester and is now producing 
various food crops all grown by natural methods and with- 
out the use of pesticides and other chemicals. 

McEwen hopes to expand the area this semester and in- 
clude flowers and bushes. Photo by Richard Olson. 
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Truckin’; 


Meatloaf mortors assault bar 


A column by Steve Polzer 


Fourteen California men were wounded today when they came 
under fire, in four individual attacks, by members of the fair- 


er Sex. 


In the first assault, four San Francisco men were slightly 
injured when the bar in which they were patronizing was mor- 


tered with meatloaf and baked potatoes. 


George Fishmouth, 


one of the injured men, related the happening like this, ‘‘I was 
coming out of the men’s room when this damn potato raps me 
one good in the side of the head. Outside, women were yelling 
things like, ‘‘Stop the senseless exploitation of women as de- 


graded love objects.’ 


The second on-slaught occurred at Ed Hanley’s gas station 


in Paradise, California. 


Doctor Irving Wyzanski sustained a 


broken foot when the female mechanic on duty dropped a car 


battery on his lower extremity. 


Eight male jockies were disserviced when the female driver 
of the pace-car, at the Bay Meadows Race Track in San Fran- 
cisco, did a sudden reverse and caught the jockies unaware 


of the new situation. 


The final eruption came about when Richard Oglebery suffer- 
ed minor burns on his hands, when cooking a T.V, dinner, while 
his wife was attending a women’s liberation meeting. 


SO 


far the four incidents have not been associated with one 


another in any way, and an all-out war on makind by the female 


population is not in sight. 


Parliament anticipates vote 


(Continued from page 1) 


tees instead of the two-house 
Parliamentary system. 

The committees would be Ve- 
terans Affairs, Minorities Af- 
fairs, Academic Affairs, Finan- 
cial Aid Committee, the College 
Center Committee, and the In- 
ter-Club and Recreation Com- 
mittee. Other committees could 
be formed as well. 

A Student Grievance Commis- 
sion, which would air all stu- 
dent complaints and actasastue 
dent bench in matters requiring 
disciplinary action, is another 
feature of the constitution. 

Another provision is the clause 
which allows part-time as well 
as full-time students to vote. 

Last week a student was passing 
out an unsigned _ leaflet 
in the College Center which 
sharply criticized the new con- 
stitution and the people behind 

‘‘T feel that that is is neces- 
sary to bring forth to the stu- 
dents some of the faults of 
the proposed new constitution,’’ 
explained the student later iden- 
tified as Timothy Krech. 

Krech said that he wrote and 
paid for the cost of the leaf- 
let, which was printed on school 
machines, but was going to be 
paid later for his expenditures 
by the Monterey Liberation 
Front. He stressed, however, 
that the leaflet was initially his 
idea and that he was not amem- 
ber of MLF, 

The teaflet stated in part that 
‘«The people who proposed and 
are advocating the ‘Constitution,’ 
are, for the most part members 
of a right wing orgainzation - 
Students for Education. Itiscru- 
cial to realize that these people 
are not looking out for the rights 
of their fellow students and are 
leading us to greater control 
of student affairs by the ade 
ministration than is apparent, 
even now!” 

‘‘Perhaps there are some faults 
and loop-holes in the present 
constitution,’’ the sheet conti- 
nued, ‘‘and perhaps, also, there 
are some good points to the new 
one but it seems it would be 
more feasible, if notmoreprac- 
tical, to revamp and revise 
the present system than to throw 
it out completely.’’ 

It ended by declaring, ‘‘We don’t 
need any form of ‘Nixonion to- 
kenistic Reforms’ on this cam- 
PUS.eee.-YOU all know we’ve got 
enough ofthat everywhere else! ”’ 

Free, who along with Roberts, 
formed SFE last semester, has 
taken the matter of the leaf- 
let to the Student Personnel Ad- 
visory Committee and has asked 


that MLF show any evidence 
to support the claims made in 
the leaflet. 

Although the new constitution 
has emphasizes the need for 
some changes in the present 
system of government, most 
members of Parliament feel that 
it has been nothing but a dis- 
ruptive disturbance in student 
government, They are, however, 
willing to accept what ever sys- 
tem is finally decided upon by 
the student body, eager to drop 
the issue and to proceed through 
the rest of the semester with 


the business at hand. 


‘“‘My name is Joe D., and I 
am an addict.” 

This is a typical opening state- 
ment ata Narcotics Anonymous 
meeting. Two Narcotics Anony- 
mous groups have sprung up 
on the Monterey Peninsula to 
help meet the growing desire 
of many addicts to kick the ha- 
bit. 

‘An addict is anyone who a- 
buses, cannot control, or can- 
not stop at his own will the use 
of any drug -- Amphetamines, 
LSD, barbiturates, tranquilizers 
and even the oldest known drug, 
alcohol,’’ as loosely defined by 
NA. Most members Say that 
if drugs control you, you no 
doubt have a problem. 

The principles of recovery have 
been borrowed from Alcoholics 
Anonymous through which hun- 
dreds of thousands of men and 
women of all ages have achieved 
recovery. However, there is no 
afiliation with them or anyother 
recovery group. There is only 
cooperation. 

There are twelve suggested 
steps for recovery in the pro- 
gram for the individual and 
twelve suggested traditions to 
aid in group unity. Nothing is 
mandatory. 

The goal is total abstinence 
from any chemical substance, 
or organic, such as marijuana, 
which alters the mind in any 
way. Recovery is made possi- 
ble through frequent contact with 
non-users at meetings, the shar- 
ing of experience, strength and 
hope. Members usually ex- 
change firstnames and telephone 
numbers for 24 hour contact. 

The only requirement formem- 
bership is an honest desire to 
stop using. The groups are Self 
supporting, take no outside con- 
tributions, neither endorse nor 
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this morning when my wife mistakenly 


took my can of mace for her personal hygiene deodorant. " 


Letter 


SFE says lies used in leaflet 


To the Fditor: 


Last week there was a flyer 
passed out in the College Cen- 
ter by the Monterey Liberation 
Front which contained a couple 
of false allegations and some 
outright lies. As a result of 
this Students for Education has 
asked the Student Personnel Ad- 
visory Committee to cause the 
MLF to show some evidence 
that the statements they made 
were indeed correct. 

Students for Education has al< 
Ways been against the use of 


Narcotics group formed for 
addicts wanting to kick habit 


oppose any outside issues and 
take no sides in political causes, 
religious institutions or com- 
mercial organizations. 

No drugs are used to taper 
off or come down. ASonemem- 
ber stated, “This is a place 
where we _ stop starting, not 
where we start stopping.’’ 

There is absolutely no police 
surveilance. 

‘“‘This is not a place to score, 
Or to see who uses how much 
of what,’’ said one group chair- 
man, She emphasized that drug 
addiction is a disease, treatable 
and that ‘‘rap sessions alone are 
not enough. It takes lots of 
hard work and all the help you 
can get.” 

NA stresses that anonymity is 
the spiritual foundation of the 
program and must be respected. 
Meetings are held on Sunday 
and Thursday evenings. For 
information call 373-1073 or 
624-7758 . 


The Monterey Peninsula is a 
hot bed or archeological sites. 
But with the present rate of 
population growth in California 
these sites will soon be des- 
troyed in the name of progress, 

Kirk McKinnell has become 
aware of this problem and has 
taken it upon himself to create 
an Archeological Society in Mon- 
terey. 

McKinnell held an introductory 
meeting on February 22 in the 
hope of interesting students at 
MPC in the sites around Mone 
terey, an in the possibility of 
establishing an accredited 
course in Archeology at MPC. 

Two guest speakers were sche- 


false statements and the use of 
innvendo and has said so ree 
peatly. This is one of the rea- 
sons why I am writing this. 

It is time for some of the 
hoodlums (I will not give them 
the title of revolutionaries any 
more than I would give the ti- 
tle to a purse snacher even 
though he is probably more en- 
titled to it) of this campus to 
realize that members of this 
college community are fed up 
to here with garbage mouth re- 
toric and that they are willing 
to check some of the so-called 
facts that are being put forth. 

Here are some examples: SFE 
wrote the new constitution for 
the purpose of weakening stu- 
dent government. Fact, the new 
constitution was written by John 
Aguilera, Kit Snow, Dave Hidy, 
John Free and Richard Roberts. 
Of these five people only two 
are members of SFE, Ques- 
tion; How did the minority 
obtain control over these other 
individuals? Actually this new 
constitution was written and a- 
greed to by everyone who was 
present and this includes your 
Prime Minister, a member of 
the Committee for Peace, be- 
fore it was presented to the 
students as being finished. 

You have heard that most of 
the members who wrote the new 
constitution have withdrawn 
their support. This is true, 
but the real question has not 
been asked, Why? John A- 
quilera, David Hidy, and John 
Free have withdrawn their sup- 
port because they realize that 
the new constitution is  pre- 
dicated upon cooperatism among 
all the board members, not just 
a select group, 


Archeologists toexplore sites 


duled for the meeting Don Ho- 
ward and Barbara Kieth. Ho- 
ward did not make the meeting 
however. 

Mrs. Kieth was filled with 
enthusiasm about the projectand 
suggested that if the students 
were really interested in a 
course at MPC that they should 
‘‘beat on his door and demand 
a course in Archeology.”’ 


There are over 400 archeolo- 
gical sites, which were at one 
time populated by a sea thriving 
Indian tribe, on the Monterey 
Peninsula. Some of these sites 
are within the Monterey city 
limits. 


Kit Snow has withdrawn his 
support and no one knows exe 
actly why, but a good case could 
be built on the assumption that 
it could be because no one would 
guarantee that he would 
be Chairman of the Board. 

Orlando Bonner has Said that 
he is against it also. Maybe 
it’s because he’s Chairman of 
the House of Commons, which 
will be dissolved if the new 
constitution is passed. 

Given that the assumptions and 
statements I have given to you 
are correct, as factual as I 
can possibly find them, I see 
a Parliament which has been 
fragmentized by a small group 
of power hungry, egocentric ine 
dividuals who place themselves 
above the interests of the stu- 
dents they are supposed to re- 
present. It is for this reason, 
remember the new constitution 
is based on cooperation, that 
I am asking you to vote ‘‘yes” 
for the new constitution and to 
vote for it to go into effect 
during the fall semester. Not 
now! 

Maybe, just maybe, after some 
of these people are gone, your 
Parliament can put itself to- 
gether again and cooperate for 
the student’s interests, not their 
Own. 


John Free, Parliament 
member, Chairman of 
SFE 
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CURTAIN TO OPEN ON | 


McLEISH DRAMA, ‘J.B.’ 


“J.B.,” a Pulitzer Prize win- 
ning play written by Archibald 
MacLeish, will be presented by 
the MPC drama Department, 
March 18, 19, and 20, with a 
second series of performances 


is a play on the polarity of the 
Universe with J.B. ending as 
being the ‘‘balance, or the peak 


of God and the Devil.’’ ee 


Also featured is Orlando Bon- 
ner, as the balloon vendor that 
becomes God, Nick Sousa, as 
the popcorn vendor who later 
becomes the Devil, and Bar- 


students who have a full stu- 
dent body card. They can be 
purchased at the door. ~ 


THE VIEW from the light control panel as seen by light designer 
Marvin Gerr. 


® starting the 25 and continuing bara Schuler, as Sarach, J.B.’s 
through the 27. Wife, = IRR IN aa 
Set in Anytown, USA, “J.B.” Under the direction of Ross 
opens in a circus witha ballon Durfee, the show promises to 
vendor and a popcorn vendor be one of the highlights of the 
Selling their wares. The ven- year. The technical director 
dors later assume the rolesof is Ruth Allen, who is alsode- : 
® God and the Devil, respectively, signing the set. Light designer ee 
and begin a tug-of-war with the is Marvin Geer, and the stage | VAY) \ 
main character, J.B, The show manager is Andrew Craig. 4 | ee 
parallels the story of Job in Curtain time is 8:30 pm for oe VV \ \ i | 
the Bible, and itslef is a ‘play every performance. Tickets ry , 
within a play.’ are $2.00 for general admis- ESS ft 
| David McCharen, who stars _ sion, $1.00 for students and mi- a 
@ as J.B., said of the show, “It itary and 50 cents for those — 


(LEFT), OR- 
LANDO Bon- 
ner, as God, 
surveys J.B., 
his wife, the 
Devil and a 
drunk in a 
scene from 
Archibald 
MacLeish’s 
play J.B.” 
(ABOVE) DI- 
REC TOR Ross 
Durfee gives 
his directions 
to PatSteward 
and Debbie 
Hood, 
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Student studies to be priest 
Dick Ferris believes in life after birth 


He is quiet and unassuming, 
the type that could be easily 
identified as a major in busi- 
ness administrationor key punch 
operation, but instead Dick Fer- 
ris is studying to be a priest. 

“You ask my why I want to 
be a priest,”’ he laughted. 
‘‘That’s a question my church 
is asking me now, 

‘‘T suppose its a matter of 
being freer with people than I 
ever could have been”’ he said. 
‘‘It’s a branching out in a new 
direction for me, one that I 
like much better than my old 
style of life.’’ 

The ‘old style of life’ as 
he describes it, included two 
years in college ten years ago, 
some time spent in the army 
which he says ‘‘wasn’t an al- 
together bad experience’’, a job 


with a mental hospital in Kan- 
sas. Now 32-years-old, he finds 
himself at MPC hoping to trans- 
fer to Berkeley for his M.A, 

‘‘My thing is people, I’m turned 
on to that whole aspect of being 
a priest,’’ he said. 

“You know,’’ he continued, 
‘‘Someone- once described a 
priest as having to be a teen- 
age counselor, psychologist, bu- 
Siness administrator and a ci- 
vil war veteran under the age 
of 29. 

‘‘A good priest should be out 
with the people working with 
them.’’ He feels that orga- 


nized religion as a whole has 
failed in this respect. 

‘““The church has taken a phi- 
losophy and has molded it into 
an economic and moralistic one 
that I don’t think has always 


SPORTS IN BRIEF... 


Track, field to see action 


MPC’s baseball team will play host to Menlo College today 


in the Lobos’ first Coast Conference game. 
Lobo track squad will entertain West Hills and Hartnell in 


a triemeet in the MPC Stadium. 


Meanwhile, the 


The Lobo nine used the hard-hitting of T.O. Lathan and the 
pitching of Louie Banka, Greg Heydemann and Ben Culala suc- 


cessfully in practice matches but lost their first game last 


Friday against Canada College in Redwood City, 5-1. 
‘‘We're weak in the pitching department but our hurlers have 
held up when the going was rought,’? commented Lobo base- 


ball coach Chris Pappas. 


MPC’s cindermen will get their first taste of real compe- 
tition today when they face Hartnell. 


met Hartnell in practice meets up until now. 
Steve Blake, a freshman from Carmel, broke the school dis- 


cus record last Friday against Hartnell. 


His record of 157- 


7 eclipsed John Reed’s throw of 155-10 in 1964. 
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The Lobos have only 


been honest. 
‘It’s finding that it has to go 
out into the streets. This is 


how the church was originally 


but now it’s become nothing more 


than a country club affair. 
‘‘The bigger a beaura- 


cracy gets, the more it tends 
to perpetrate itself.’? This is 
happening the the church today 
(he uses the word ‘‘church’’ as 
meaning all churches) and is 
further convinced thatorganized 
religion is headed for a ‘‘spi- 
ritual split’? and that the day 
of the big church is over. 

He believes that the mission 
of the church is to the people’s 
advantage and not to the es- 
tablishment and advocates that 
the vast wealth of the church 
should be returned to the poor 
‘in a rational sort of way.’’ 
After Berkeley he would like 
to return to the Peninsula and 
among other things work with 
the poor. He is presently work- 
ing with young people as acoun- 
selor at St. James church in 
Monterey. 


‘‘The one thing Icanoffer youth 
is an open ear. Most of the 
kids I talk to have one ma- 
jor complaint, ‘My parents don’t 
understand me,’’’ he related. 

He believes in revolution but 
not in violence. 

‘‘When there is no communica- 
tion left people resort to rock 
throwing, as a priest I hope 
I provide the communications 
link, 

‘It has taken me a long time 
to make up my mind to become 
a priest but I know I’ll have 
to be a person first. A con- 
cerned person and by virtue of 
my office an active one.”’ 

He firmly believes in ‘‘life af- 
ter birth’’ and plans to take this 
concept with him into the priest- 
hood. 


“It takes a lot OI peuple a 
whole life time to discover that 
they can live. I’m not going to 
let my life go by default.” 

‘This is the real reason for 
me wanting to become a priest. 
I have to maintain, upgrade and 
be in constant touch with what 
ever is going on and I can do 
this best by being a priest.’’ 
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DICK FERRIS isa student at MPC who is studying to be a priest. 
Photo by Richard Olson. 


Lennon album 


Horrible, grotesque and plodding 


By Frank Bruno 


During the past few years peo- 
ple such as Bob Dylan, the 
Beatles and others have endea- 
vored to present in their music 
a personal expression which has 
prompted many to proclaim them 
as geniuses. 

Although not yet labeled a ge- 
nius, John Lennon is certainly 
a prophet to some people. His 
new album “John Lennon, Plas- 
tic Ono Band’’ contains mes- 
Sages in every song as Lennon 
truly lets you into his head. 

Here are some of the points 
Lennon makes in the LP, 1.) 
He wanted his parents but they 
didn’t want him. 2.) He thinks 
everything is going to turn out 
all right for him. 3.) The system 
Screws you. 4.) Everybody’s out 
to get him. 5.) He doesn’t be- 
lieve in magic, I-ching, the bible 
etc, 

And that’s only scratching the 
surface. Why you could have 
a wholte philopophical, sociolo- 
gical, political discussion on 
what is said in this LP, On 
this basis alone some people will 
call John Lennon a genius, just 
as they called Bob Dylan a ge- 
nius. 

But since when does one judge 
a piece of music on the lyrics? 
They do it with Dylan, but he’s 
so sacred now that people do 
not any longer realize that he 
doesn’t know how to sing. 

And as far as Lennon’s poli- 
tics are concerned it should 
be clear to most that the man’s 
an idiot. If you don’t believe 
that read his two part interview 
that Rolling Stone magazine car- 
ried last month. 
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But if you really like the ly- 
rics to the LP you can dlways 
ask your local record déaler 
to xerox the record sleeve where 
the words to the songs are print- 
ed. 

Putting that aside however let’s 
consider the musical values of 
‘‘Plastic Ono Band.’’ 

All of the compositions on this 
album save the slower one are 
horrible. 

‘‘Mother’”’ ends with a one- 
minute segment of Lennon 
screaming at the top of his 
lungs. 

Thanks to a little studio engi- 
neering ‘‘I Found Out’’ makes 
Lennon’s voice appear depraved. 
This is one ofthe most grotesque 
songs I have ever heard. And 
“Well, Well, Well’’ is almost 
a Carbon copy of it. 

‘‘Remember,’’ which opens 
side two, ends with the sound 
of an explosion. Really nice 
stuff, 

The three slower songs on the 
album, ‘‘Love,’’ ‘‘Hold On John’’ 
and ‘‘Here I Am”’’ are passable 
however. On these Lennon lo- 
wers his voice which is either 
off key or screaming on the 
other cuts. 

But three songs do not anal- 
bum make especially when the 
rest of the cuts are so terri- 
ble. Furthermore Lennon em- 
ploys his instruments in such 
a lame fashion that it serves 
only to irritate and bore the lise 
tener. 

The piano beatis always pound- 
ing, never rollicking and funky. 
Lead guitar sounds like short 
bursts of radio static. The 
drumming is always plodding. 

It’s too bad. John Lennon has 
already proven many times over 
that he can be a song writer 
‘extraordinaire.’ 

Perhaps if he concentrates on 
music rather than message he’ll 
produce something better the 
next time around. 
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